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Ilya Vasilievich Shestakov

Head, Federal Fisheries Agency

Deputy Minister, Ministry of Agriculture
Rozhdestvennyi Boulevard 15

Moscow 107045

Russian Federation

Respected llya Vasilievich,

Thank you for your invitation to participate in the release of orcas and belugas from Srednyaya Bay back
into their natural environment in the Sea of Okhotsk. As you know, we brought an international team of
specialists to Moscow and Primorsky Krai in April to assess the condition of the orcas and belugas.
Following meetings with scientists from VNIRO, the Ministry of Natural Resources, and the
Administration of Primorsky Region, we signed a joint statement with Governor O. N. Kozhemyako
stating the fundamental goal to release the cetaceans back into their natural environment and a
Memorandum of Understanding with VNIRO.

We subsequently submitted our assessment and recommendations for the cetaceans’ rehabilitation, re-
adaptation and release. | am glad that, according to information we received from VNIRO, that the
scientific consilium has found the recommendations to be helpful and has taken them into consideration
in rehabilitation, re-adaptation, and release plans.

In each of the documents and in our meetings with Minister D. N. Kobylkin and Governor O. N.
Kozhemyako, we offered not only our advice and recommendations but also our team’s assistance to
work hand-in-hand with Russian authorities to implement the proposed rehabilitation and release
procedures and protocols in the field. We also committed to cover all of our own expenses to assist in
this very important work because we think our team has experience that can be beneficial to the
welfare of the animals and because we think this cooperative effort can be a valuable example of
international environmental cooperation.

Russia is undertaking an unprecedented effort to release such a large number of orcas and belugas back
to their natural environment. This operation is so important, and so complex, that its successful
implementation will benefit from the collective expertise of Russian and international specialists
working together. Our international team brings significant direct experience in actual rehabilitation
and release of captured cetaceans and we are ready to support the Russian team to make decisions that
support the welfare of the orcas and belugas and make the success of the rehabilitation and release
program and their long-term survival most likely.

Although we personally believe that working together on this unprecedented release effort will help call
attention to Russian leadership in this endeavor and be an example of international cooperation, we
cannot participate solely for public relations value. Our team is an expert, experienced team of marine
mammal specialists and we would need to participate directly in the full extent of the rehabilitation and
release program to provide the most added value to the Russian team. We will need to have access to



necessary information and data in order to provide our input and document our work. We will need to
be confident that our advice and input will be seriously considered during the rehabilitation and release
operation. Although we recognize that all recommendations cannot always be accepted or followed,
and that conditions in the field may require decisions based on unexpected events, we must have
assurance that our field team can participate with the Russian team in assessing and making
recommendations to deal with unexpected conditions, bringing to bear useful ideas and
recommendations from our experience in other rehabilitation and release projects.

Despite the Russian government’s courageous decision to release the orcas and belugas back to their
natural environment, we also see public criticism due to a lack of transparency and the lack of
participation of international specialists and independent observers. We believe that engaging our team
in all aspects of the release and its documentation can help address this concern and build trust for and
confidence in Russian efforts to release the cetaceans.

If our international team is able to successfully and fully engage in the rehabilitation and release
program, then Jean-Michel Cousteau would be pleased to come to Russia to participate in one or more
of the releases later this summer or fall to help draw global attention to these efforts to protect our
marine environment.

| know time is of the essence to continue this release program. We await your answer as soon as
possible. Charles Vinick will coordinate and arrange our team’s participation. If you agree with our
proposal, a small team is ready to travel to the Russian Far East immediately to support and document
the rehabilitation and release program.

Respectfully,

(5‘(:@»__@ (it il

Jean-Michel Cousteau Charles Vinick
Founder and President Executive Director
Ocean Futures Society Whale Sanctuary Project

cvinick@mac.com
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Unba Bacunbesuy Lectakos

PykoBogutenbs PegepanbHoro AreHTctsa Mo PbibonoBCcTBY
3amecTuTenb MUHUCTPA, MUHUCTEPCTBO CEbCKOTO XO3ANCTBA
PoxpectBeHcKkuit bynbsap, 15

Mocksa 107045

Poccuiickaa ®egepaumsa

YBaxkaembit Unbs Bacunbesuu,

Bnarogapum Bac 3a npurnawleHne NPUHATb y4acTue B BbiMyCcKe KOcaToK M 6enyx n3 6. CpeaHaa o6paTHO
B UX NpupoaHyto cpeay B OxoTckom mope. Kak Bbl 3HaeTe, B arnpene Mmbl npnee3nu B MOCKBY 1
MPUMOPCKUIA Kpalt MeXAYyHAaPOAHYO rpynmny CNeunaancToB gNs OLEHKN COCTOSIHUA KOCATOK U benyx.
Mo ntoram BcTpeuy ¢ yyeHbimn BHUPO, MuHucTepcTBa NpupoaHbIX pecypcoB n AGMUHUCTPaLLUK
MpPUMOPCKOTo Kpas Mbl NOANUCANN COBMECTHOE 3asBfieHue ¢ rybepHatopom O. H. Koxkemsko, B
KOTOpOM Obliia MOCTaBEHA NPUHLMNMANBHASA LEeNb: BEPHYTb KUTOOOPA3HbIX B UX ECTECTBEHHYIO Cpeay,
a TaKkXe mbl nognucann MemopaHaym o B3aumornoHumaHum ¢ BHUPO.

Bnocneactsnmn mbl NpeAcTaBUAN Hally OLLEHKY U PpeKOMeHZaumMu No peabuanTaumm, peagantaumm u
BbIMYCKY KNTOOOpasHbIX. f paa, 4To, cornacHo nHopmaLlmnm, nosydyeHHonm Hamum ot BHUPO, HayuHbIi
KOHCU/IMYM COY/la peKoOMeHAaunmM nonesHbIMN 1 MPUHANA UX BO BHUMaHMKeE B NaHax peabuamtaumm,
peaganTauMm 1 BbiNycKa.

B Ka40M U3 IOKYMEHTOB M Ha HallMX BCTpeyax ¢ MUHUCTpom . H. KobbinkmHbim 1 rybepHaTopom O.
H. KoxemsaKko Mbl npeaniarasin He TO/IbKO Hally COBETbl U PEKOMEHAALMUM, HO M MOMOLLb Hallewn
KOMaH/bl B COBMECTHOW paboTe C pOCCUMCKUMM BNACTAMM MO peanunsauum npeanaraembix npoueayp u
NPOTOKO/10B peabuimTaumm 1 BbiMycKa Ha mecTe. Mbl TaKKe B3A/1M Ha cebsa 0653aTeNbCTBO NOKPbLITL BCe
HalM cobCTBEHHbIE Pacxobl, YTOObI MOMOYb B 3TOM OYEHb BaXKHOM paboTe, MOTOMY YTO Mbl CYMTAEM,
YTO Hallla KOMaHZa MMEET OMbIT, KOTOPbIN MOKET BbITb MONE3HbIM AN 61aronony4Yma KMBOTHbIX, U
NOTOMY YTO Mbl CHUTAEM, YTO 3TN COBMECTHbIE YCNZIUA MOTYT CTaTb LLEeHHbIM MPUMepPOoOM
MeXAyHapoAHOro 3K0A0rMYeCKoro coTpyaHuyecTsa.

Poccus npeanprHmMmaet becnpeLeseHTHbIe YCUAnA No BO3BPALLEHMIO CTO/b 60/IbLLOTO KOANYECTBa
KOCaTOK M B6enyx B UX eCTeCTBeHHYIo cpelly 06UTaHUA. ITa onepalmsa HaCcTO/IbKO BayKHa U CNOXKHaA, YTO
ee ycnelwHan peanmsauma byaeT 3aBuceTb OT KONNIEKTUBHOIO OMbITa POCCUMCKUX U MEXKAYHAPOAHbIX
cneumanncTos, paboTatowmx Bmecte. Hala mexayHapoaHas KOMaHAa NPUHOCUT 3HAYUTE/IbHbIN
HenocpeacTBEHHbIM ONbIT B GaKTUYECKON peabuanTaummn 1 Bbinycka OTA0BAEHHbIX KUTOOBPa3HbIX, U Mbl
roTOBbI MOAAEPKaTb POCCUICKYHO KOMaHAY B NPUHATUM PELUEHUI, KOTOpble NoAAEPKNBAIOT
6narononyymne KocaTok 1 6esyx U NOBLICUT BEPOATHOCTb yCrnexa Nporpammbl peabunamntaumm 1 Bbinycka
W OONFOCPOYHOE BbIXKMBAHME KUTOOBPA3HbIX.

XOTS Mbl IMYHO CYMTAEM, YTO COBMECTHan paboTa Hag 3TUM becnpeueseHTHbIM BbiMYyCKOM NMOMOKET
NpWB/eYb BHUMAHME K POCCUCKOMY IMAEPCTBY B 3TOM paboTe M CTaTb NPUMEPOM MEXKAYHAPOLHOTO
COTPYAHMYECTBA, Mbl HE MOXEM Y4aCTBOBaTb UCKAOUMTE/IbHO B MHTEpecax nuapa. Halwa KkomaHaa -



3KcnepTHas, onbITHaA rpynna cnewmnaanctoB No MOPCKUM MNEKOMUTAIOWMNM, U HaM HYXKHO byaeT
NPUHATbL HenocpeACcTBEHHOE yyacTie B NoJIHOM ob6beme Nporpammbl peabuantaLmMm 1 Bbinycka, 4tobbl
obecneynTb MaKCMMaNbHYIO LLeHHOCTb ANA POCCUIMCKON KomaHabl. Ham Heobxogumo byaer umeTb
[0CTYN K HeobxoaAnMon MHPopMaLMK U AaHHbIM 418 TOro, YTOObl BHOCUTb CBOM BKAAL U
[OKYMEHTUPOBATb CBOO paboTy. Mbl A0/1XHbI BbITh YBEPEHbI, YTO HALLW peKoMeHAaunn 1 BKaag byayt
CepbesHO PacCMOTPEHbI BO BPEMSA onepaunn peabunntaummn 1 Bbinycka. XoTa mMbl NPU3Haem, YTo Bce
pekomeHAaLUmnn He Bcerga MoryT 6biTb NPUHATLI UK BbIMOIHEHbI U YTO YC/IOBUA Ha MeCcTe MOryT
notpeb6oBaTbh NPUHATUA PELIEHUIA HAa OCHOBE HEOXUAAHHbIX COBbITUI, Mbl A0NXHbI BbITb YBEPEHbI B
TOM, YTO Halla NoaeBas KOMaHZa MOXEeT y4acTBOBaTb BMECTE C POCCUMCKOM KOMaHAOM B OLEHKE U
BbIHECEHUWN PeKOMeHAaLUui B OTHOLIEHUW HEOXKMUAAHHbIX YCI0BUIM, MCNONb3YA NOAE3HbIE NAeN U
peKomeHAaLUMM U3 Hallero onbiTa B APYrUX NPOoeKTax no peabuamtaumm u BbiMycky.

HecmoTps Ha My»KecTBEeHHOE pelLeHe POCCUMIACKOrO NPaBUTENbCTBA BEPHYTb KOCATOK U Benyx B UX
€CTeCTBEHHYI0 cpedy 06MTaHMA, Mbl TaK}Ke BUAUM 06LLECTBEHHYIO KPUTUKY M3-3a HEMPO3PaYHOCTU U
OTCYTCTBMSA Y4aCTUA MEXKAYHAPOLHbIX CNEeLVasncToB U He3aBUCUMbIX HabtogaTteneli. Mbl cumTaem, Yto
npuBieYeHMe Halen KoMaHabl KO BCEM acMeKTaMm BbiMyCKa U ero AOKYMEHTaL MM MOXKET MOMOYb
pewWwunTb 3Ty NPo6eMy U YKpenuTb LLOBEPUE N YBEPEHHOCTb B POCCUMCKUX YCUAUAX MO BbIMYCKY
KUTOOBpasHbIX.

Eciv Hawa meXKayHapoAHas KOMaHAa CMOMKET YCMELHO M MOJIHOLLEHHO y4acTBOBaTb B MpOrpamme
peabuantaumm 1 Bbinycka, To *aH-Muwenb Kycto 6yaeT pag npvexatb B POccuio 415 y4acTmsa B O4HOM
WX HECKOJIbKUX BbIMYCKAX B KOHLLE 3TOTO JIeTa UM OCEHbHO, YTOObI NOMOYb NPUBIEYL BHUMAHUE
MWPOBOW OBLLECTBEHHOCTM K 3TUM YCUANAM MO 3aLLMTE Halleil MOPCKOM cpeabl.

Mbl 3HaeMm, YTO BpeMsA MMEET BayKHOE 3HaYeHWe ANs NPOLAOJIKEHNA 3TON NPOrpaMmmbl Bbinycka. Mbl
AEM Ballero oTBeTa Kak MOXKHO ckopee. Yapsib3 BUHUK ByaeT KoopaMHMPOBaTb M OPraHN30BbIBaTb
yyacTve Hawen KomaHabl. Ecam Bbl COrNAcHbI € HALWMM NpeasioXKeHnem, Hebo bllasa KOMaHAa roTosa
Hemeg/1eHHO BblexaTb Ha [anbHuii Boctok Poccun ana noanepku 1 LOKYMEHTMPOBAHUA NPOrpammsl
peabunantaumm u Bbinycka.

C yBaxkeHuem,
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aH-Muwenb Kycto Yapns BUHUK
OcHoBatenb u MNpesngeHT NcnonHuTenbHbi JmupeKkTop
ObuiectBo «byayuiee OkeaHa» MpoeKT «KUToBbIN 3aKa3HUK»

cvinick@mac.com



