
“A direct, existential, and 
unacceptable risk…”

100+ MEXICAN AND INTERNATIONAL SCIENTISTS AGREE: 
GULF OF CALIFORNIA IS THE WRONG PLACE FOR LNG

 We, the undersigned, are marine and conservation 
scientists united in our profound concern about 
proposed liquefied natural gas (LNG) production and 
transport in the Gulf of California, an iconic natural 
ecosystem of global ecological significance. LNG 
development poses a direct, existential, and 
unacceptable risk to the internationally recognized 
biodiversity and habitat of the Gulf. 
 In 1978 Mexico designated parts of the Gulf as a 
Migratory Bird and Wildlife Refuge and, in 1993, as a 
Biosphere Reserve. In 2005, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) inscribed 12 protected areas across the 
Gulf as “The Islands and Protected Areas of the Gulf 
of California” World Heritage Site. Since 2022, the 
Gulf has been listed by the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as an Important 
Marine Mammal Area. In 2025, the IUCN’s World 
Conservation Congress approved Resolution 8.031, 
calling on the Governments of Mexico and the United 
States to oppose, reconsider, or prohibit 

authorizations permitting LNG industrialization of 
the Gulf. 
 Indeed, its marine biodiversity is extraordinary, 
including a spectacular array of migratory species such 
as blue, humpback, sperm, and gray whales, sea turtles, 
whale sharks, manta rays, and giant Humboldt 
squid—all dependent on the safe habitat that the Gulf 
provides. An evolutionarily distinct population of fin 
whales resides there year-round, and the upper Gulf 
serves as the last refuge of the critically endangered 
vaquita. More than 900 species of fish are found in its 
waters, as well as regionally significant corals, vibrant 
intertidal zones, and a third of all cetacean species on 
Earth. It is a uniquely rich resource for scientific 
research, enabling international scientific 
communities to deepen their understanding of the 
planet's greatest ecosystem—the ocean. With good 
reason, renowned oceanographer Jacques Yves 
Cousteau described the Gulf as the “Aquarium 
of the World.”

 We believe that industrialization of this exceptional 
region is contrary to the principles and values that 
World Heritage sites, biosphere reserves, and wildlife 
refuges were created to uphold. Siting of major 
industry will create a dangerous precedent at odds 
with the broad scientific consensus that the loss and 
degradation of habitat in the world’s estuaries and 
coastal waters is already harming innumerable species 
crucial for sustenance of both marine and terrestrial life.
 More specifically, fracked gas produced in the 
Permian Basin is proposed to be piped to the Gulf, 
processed into LNG, and shipped to Asia in 900-foot 
tankers. Of particular concern are two projects 
currently proposed along the Gulf ’s eastern shore: 
Saguaro Energia LNG, at Puerto Libertad, Sonora, 
and AMIGO LNG, at Guaymas, Sonora. The resulting 
substantial increase in ship traffic will pose a mortal 
danger to Gulf species vulnerable to vessel strikes, 
including whales, sea turtles, and whale sharks. 
Transiting tankers will exponentially increase levels of 
harmful underwater noise pollution in the Gulf ’s 

near-pristine acoustic habitat. The discharge of ballast 
water from tankers risks introducing invasive species, 
and ports will require ongoing dredging. Together, the 
impacts of LNG industrialization risk degrading the 
health of the entire Gulf ecosystem, the diversity of 
marine species it sustains, and commercial, 
recreational, and subsistence fisheries.
 We respectfully submit that the production and 
transport of LNG pose an unacceptable risk to 
biological resources in a region renowned as one of the 
world’s most important areas of biodiversity. Because 
of its ecological sensitivity, and consistent with that 
global recognition, the Gulf of California is the wrong 
place to develop LNG. We therefore urge the Mexican 
and United States governments to heed the IUCN’s 
recommendation to reject these projects.   
 We trust that the Mexican government will continue 
its longstanding commitment to protecting the Gulf ’s 
exceptional natural heritage, which has sustained the 
people and wildlife of the region for millennia. 
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